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Advent 2            
10 December 2017 
Almighty God,

purify our hearts and minds,

that when your Son Jesus Christ comes again as

judge and saviour

we may be ready to receive him,

who is our Lord and our God.
Collect for this Sunday
Welcome to St Paul’s Church 

All Together Service, 10.30 am

If you require a large print hymn book or order of service or other leaflets, please ask one of the sidespeople.  There is a loop system in operation in the church for those who wear hearing-aids. 
There is no Sunday school today but parents and carers are welcome to look after very young children in the narthex area at the back of church at any time during the service. 

Evening Prayer 5.00 pm. 
Psalm 40: 12-end, Readings:1 Kings 22:1-28; 2 Pet 3:8-15a  
Notices
Thank you to all who worked so hard last Wednesday at the official opening of the Hive. Thanks especially to Elizabeth whose cake (a beehive with bees!) was expertly cut by Bishop David.  There were lots of people there  which meant thatIt was very busy so Pete, Elizabeth and Andy worked their socks off in the kitchen. When the Bishop arrived, we had a simple liturgy, starting with a Bible reading. Then items were brought to a table : an apron, freshly baked bread, a candle, and a basket of party hats and party poppers. symbols of what the Hive sets out to be: a place of welcome, food, hospitality, celebration, community. The Bishop unveiled the final wall panel of a beehive with bees. Then he Bishop blessed the Hive, the food and all of us there.  May we be a blessing to the community!
Stewardship campaign: a big thank you to everyone who returned their forms. It may take us a little while before we can get back to everyone who has made offers of help or would like to explore prayer or Bible study etc,  but we will be in touch as soon as we can.
Friday 15, from 7.30: L’Arche Boogie Night in the Hall, more information at the back of church. 
Next Sunday 17 December,  6.30 pm
Nine lessons and Carols:
Withington Community Carol Service

This year on Sat. 6 Jan. at 4.00 pm. there will be a special Epiphany procession with L’Arche, starting at the Methodist Church, moving to St Cuthbert’s and finishing at St Paul’s. We reflect on the gifts of the three wise men, gold, frankincense and myrrh and are asked to bring our own practical gifts for babies and their mothers. Nappies, baby food, toiletries, etc. All these gifts will be donated to the Food bank. (NB the Foodbank has plenty of tampons). 
Other Diary dates: 

Sat 27 Jan.10.30-12.00: Messy Church at Withington Methodist Church

Wed.31st January, 2018 special concert at St Paul’s - Featuring folk duo Megson.     
Next Sunday: Advent 3 
8.30am 

Holy Communion  
10.30am 
Sung Eucharist

6.30 pm

Nine Lessons and Carols
Rector: Rev. Gisela Raines Tel: 448 9431, revgisela@btinternet.com

Assistant Priest: Rev. Robert Smith (OLM),  Hall bookings: Philip Webb, Tel: 0161 – 434 5903, philip.webb2@tiscali.co.uk, 
Website: www.stpaulswithington.org.uk  Twitter @stpaulswithingt 

